Festive Board (Ladies Night)
Beforehand:
· Phone and invite Special Ladies/Widows (at least two weeks prior)

· Arrange head table – WM, SW, JW, and wives, Grand Lodge officers and wives, new members and wives, visiting WM’s, PM’s and wives, etc.. (See Dir of Ceremonies, he will have or will help with seating order).

· Arrange for Brethren to give toasts. (Toast to the visitors {J.D.}, response by the visitors {a visiting W.M.}, toast to the Ladies, response from the Ladies{WM wife}, toast to Grand Lodge {S.D}, notify presenters at least one week early if possible).

· Check with kitchen for signal to seat everyone. 

Order of events:
· Call to order. One rap with Gavel. 

· Introduce self as Toastmaster.

· Grace by Brother Chaplain. (“All rise”)

· Dinner. (eating order, head table first, then as you desire, table of widows second?). 

· Loyal Toast by J.W. (“Brethren, please stand and join me in a toast to the Queen “To The Queen”).

· Toast to the President of the USA by J.W. (only if Americans are present) (“Please remain standing, join me in a toast to the President of the United States”; “To the President of the United States of America”) 

· Introduce Head Table, (starting from your farthest left, work your way along to the person on your immediate left, then go to your farthest right and work your way back to your immediate right).

· Introduce Grand Lodge Officers and current Worshipful Masters from other Lodges (if not introduced already).

· Introduce Heads of Concordant bodies:

· Shrine Pres.: 




· O.E.S. Worthy Patron:


, Worthy Matron:

·  New Affiliates:



. 

· Did I miss any other concordant bodies, if so, please rise and introduce yourself.” “ My apologies”


· Introduce Distinguished Guests: eg. Mayor




· Brethren, if you would like to address the festive board, tonight’s protocol will be: “VWB Toastmaster, (senior Grand Lodge officer), ladies and brethren”).

· Toast to the Visitors by:______________.

· Response from the Visitors by:______________.

· Toast to the Ladies by:______________.

· Response from the Ladies by:____________.

· Acknowledge Widows “It is nice to see a great turnout of the ladies of those Brothers of ours who have passed on before us, Thank you for coming.” 

· Few words from Immediate Past Master (October Installation only).

· Few words from New Worshipful Master (October Installation only).

· Few words from New Master Mason(s) (after Third Degree)


· Bro. ________________.

· Bro. ________________.

· Thank Stewards, cooks, and kitchen helpers:
________________________.

· Thank whomever did something special (decorate hall, make table centrepieces, baked pies, donated wine, etc.).

· Announce cost of meal. $
     .

· Announce Raffle. (Ticket cost usually $1 each or 6 for $5).

· The Raffle supports the Lodge in providing a $500 Bursary to two local high school students entering the trades.

· Address the Festive Board. (“Is there anyone who would like to address festive board”, remind of protocol. Announce this a few times).

· Do the raffle.

· Toast to Grand Lodge by:________________. (Only if officers are present)

· Response from Grand Lodge by:__________________.

· Important – no one speaks after Grand Lodge Officer.

· Tyler’s toast. As our lodge does it. 
